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Commander’s Call... 

Our guest speaker for our March 
meeting was the National 
Commander of the American 
Legion, Charles E. Schmidt. 
Commander Schmidt visited Shaw 
AFB, McIntyre ANG Base and was 
a guest of the SC State 
Legislature.  
As far as I can tell, the last time a 

National Commander visited Post 15 was in the 1930’s 
It was a great honor to have Commander Schmidt visit 
our post and join us for dinner. I have received a thank 
you from Commander Schmidt; he enjoyed his meal, 
and the chance to address our members. Commander 
Schmidt gave an energizing talk about how the whole 
Legion family, to include the Sons of the Legion, Legion 
Riders, and Auxiliary are the reason the Legion is so 
successful. Commander Schmidt challenged each 
member to get out and recruit just one new member 
each. He stated that South Carolina has a large military 
and veteran population, and if we each put in a little 
effort, we can bust all membership records. Our 
Department Commander Bob Scherer also 
accompanied Commander Schmidt, Commander 
Scherer spoke about the gun raffle, and how it is a win 
win for the posts and the Department. Darrell Hodges, 
Director of the Post 15 Legion Riders went to Columbia 
and accepted the “right hand salute” award, in the 
name of our post for our donations to the Legion 
Riders, Legacy Scholarship run.  



We passed the hat at our March meeting and collected Two Hundred and Sixty dollars toward 
the Sumter High school Air Force Jr. ROTC Bataan death march fundraiser for disabled 
Veterans.  
 
Ray Baker, Post Home Committee Chairman reports that we will have a Post clean up day 22 
April, at 8:00 am. There is always something that you can do to help, even if it is just to give 
support to those working. 
 
Baseball Chairman Bill Lyons reports that season tickets have been sent out to members. 
Tickets are $30. If you don’t want them, please return unused tickets to the Post. 
 
First Vice-Commander, Jim Morris reports that membership stands at 414 paid members. That 
is well short of our goal of 469.  All members are asked to check your membership card to 
ensure that you have paid your 2017 dues. It’s not too late for us to make our goal! 
 

Commander, Buddy Suitt  

From our Chaplain... 

There was one member transferred to Post Everlasting since our last meeting: Angelo Pagan. If 

you know of the passing of any member, or a member who is ill or hospitalized please let me 

know. 983-9546 

Chaplain, Billy Thompson 

From our Adjutant...  Adjutant Nero reports that Department is conducting a statewide 

gun raffle and tickets are available from post officers. The cost is $25 for each ticket.  Each 

week, starting in July 2017 the Department will draw one winner of that week’s raffle. Your 

ticket is good all 52 weeks of the raffle, or unless you win. The value of the weapons, range 

from several hundred dollars to over a thousand dollars. Brand names include Ruger, Browning, 

Benelli, Beretta, PSA and many other popular brands. All weapons are long guns, both rifles and 

shotguns. The post retains five dollars for every Twenty-five dollar ticket sold. This is a great 

way to raise funds for the post. 

January first is the past-due date for dues.  More than 100 members have yet to re-new their 

membership. Everyone needs to reach out to veterans and invite them to join post 15.  I 

encourage all members to go to the National Legion web page and join “mylegion.org”. Once 

you register, you can view post newsletters, messages, and a calendar of events. You can also 

renew your membership on-line.     Adjutant, Nick Nero 
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 Our next meeting will be April 3, 2017. The meeting will be on children and youth.  
It is that time of year to think about our poppies. If anyone is interested in heading the 
poppies would love for you to come forward. This project fully supports our veterans in 
nursing homes and hospitals. It is not hard to do.  
We have misplaced a large metal serving spoon during the soup luncheon. It was a member’s 
favorite spoon. She would just be grateful to get the spoon back. Thanks for looking  
We are collecting donations for our Girls State. If you need a letter please let Nancy Jordan 
know. If anyone knows of a senior they would recommend being interviewed please let us 
know the cost is now 340.00 to send a girl to girl state.  
There’s been a few that have been sick. IF you know of someone who is sick please let 
Margaret Hill know.  
If you haven’t paid your dues for 2017 please do so immediately. Membership dues in the 
Auxiliary is $30.00 for each senior member and $5.00 for each junior member. Please send the 
dues to PO Box 2174, Sumter, SC 29151. If you know of someone who would like to join our 
meeting we would love for them to come to a meeting.  
Please don’t forget to be collecting your pocket change in the apple juice bottles for the AEF. 
Please bring them back to April’s meeting.  
We are asking everyone to bring non perishable breakfast items for Sumter Breakfast Ministry 
of Sumter (grits is an great idea); we are still collecting coupons for Nancy Jordan to send to 
our Service Members overseas.  
 
Norma Jean Rogers  
American Legion Auxiliary Sumter Unit 15  
President  
803-983-5253  
Grayneck65@gmail.com 


